
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Obesity is a very complex issue requiring a comprehensive, systems-based approach to prevention.  In order to put a 
meaningful dent in obesity rates, many settings must work together: workplaces, childcare, city planning, schools, 
hospitals, food systems, transportation systems, research, public policy and many more.   
 
Currently, Wisconsin spends $0 of state resources on its statewide obesity prevention program and Federal grants are 
decreasing. While there are many promising interventions underway (like worksite wellness programs, farm to school 
efforts in schools, childcare licensing), Wisconsin lacks a “united front”, a process to facilitate priority setting and 
collaborations across sectors, and ways for the public to participate.   
 
A traditional public health coalition usually operates as a state agency (like the Department of Health Services) applying for a 
Federal grant and fund local governments and non-profits to conduct educational strategies, monitoring their contracts for a 
set of deliverables.  We are not that.  Instead, we’re inspired by the social innovation model of “collective impact” to achieve 
large-scale social change by building an agile backbone agency to coordinate alignment among a set of strong partners.   
 
KEY FACTS 
• Hundred of statewide partners are already working on 

strategies to prevent obesity. 
• 69% of Wisconsinites say it is “very or extremely” 

important to address obesity now. 
• 64% of WI adults and 32% of 3rd graders are overweight 

 
CONSIDERATIONS  
• We need: 1) Naming and branding ideas, 2) connectivity 

and outreach ideas, 3) web and social media strategies. 
• We already have hundreds of promising interventions, 

now we’re in need of collaboration and communication 
tools to organize and facilitate these ideas across sectors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WISCONSIN OBESITY PREVENTION NETWORK 
 
Wisconsin Obesity Prevention Network (WOPN) was 
established in 2012 with the goal of creating alignment across 
diverse partners including researchers, governments, 
communities, advocates, and funders to impact obesity.  The 
overarching project goal is to increase partner capacity to do 
policy and evaluation through enhanced collaboration and 
communication.  
 
The WOPN is located in the UW-Madison Collaborative Center 
for Health Equity as a collaboration between Drs. Alexandra 
Adams and Dale Schoeller of the Wisconsin Obesity and 
Diabetes Workgroup and the community partners who make 
up the Wisconsin Partnership for Activity and Nutrition. 
 


