
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
On October 1st, the Federal insurance marketplace launches at HealthCare.gov.  A simple online application will ask users 
questions and then offer customized comparison-shopping of new, affordable insurance options.  All plans will meet basic 
quality requirements.  Half of all customers will receive a coupon to apply to their premium, averaging $2,700 per family. 
 
Individuals benefits from health insurance because: 
• People with regular healthcare are more likely to report good  

  or excellent health status and are more productive at work. 
• Catching signs of disease early prevents future illness. 
• Medical costs (number one cause of personal bankruptcy)   

  drop, drastically reducing financial risk.  
 

Our community benefits from health insurance because: 
• Costs of unaffordable ER visits for the uninsured are not shifted  
     to private or government-sponsored payers. 
• Higher worker productivity creates a healthier economy. 
• Lower rates of death and illness create a healthier community. 

 
KEY FACTS 
• 34,000 Dane County adults are uninsured 
• 12,000 are men aged 18-64 with incomes below 200% 

above the poverty level 
• 78% of the eligible don’t know about the marketplace 

 
CONSIDERATIONS 
• There will be navigators available via phone and in-person that can help people actually navigate the application 
• PHMDC staff time and resources are very limited. 
• Getting bogged down in too much detail about the law or its components is paralyzing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Department of Public Health for Madison & Dane County 
serves almost 500,000 people and the 1200 square miles of 
urban, suburban, small town and rural environments they live 
in.  The basic mission is to join with partners in the community 
to promote wellness, prevent disease and help ensure a healthy 
environment.   
 
A key public health role is to ensure access to quality care. By 
providing targeted outreach and messaging before and during 
the Affordable Care Act, our goal is to inform as many uninsured 
County residents as possible about new options to access 
affordable health coverage. 

 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
• Healthcare.gov 
• Six Questions About ObamaCare Answered 
• Communicating About Healthcare in Plan Language 
• The YouToons Get Ready for ObamaCare 
• Enroll America: Outreach Planning 101 
• Enroll America: National Enrollment Survey 

 
 
 
 
 

 


